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Onward & Upward

To Our  Valued Mem bers Dur ing The Covid-19 Cr isis:  

We are taking this opportunity to thank you for being a member of the High Country 
Home Builders Association (HCHBA) .  We are working diligently to keep you informed 
regarding all proposed and actual changes in our business given the outbreak of the 
Corona virus.   We are a family of suppliers, finance, tradesmen, builders, realtors and 
many others who work together to keep America strong--in many ways !

This is a very trying time in our history and we can never say THANK YOU enough for 
keeping our industry strong, safe and in the business of providing a basic human 
need--housing.  Given that we are extended family, we want you safe, healthy and 
prosperous.  With that said, if we can assist in some way, please let us know.  Referrals, 
and doing business with each other is ALWAYS a GREAT idea--we need to support each 
other--especially NOW. We watch out for each other, and we warn each other of 
potential threats from government regulations and new laws.

Please follow the rules and guidelines set forth by state and local governments as there 
are reporters and/or people who would love to catch us doing something wrong--put it 
on social media--and shut us down.

Lastly, if there are other trades, or people you know of, who would benefit from being a 
member, PLEASE refer them to us and we will get them signed up.  The news, 
information, rules, and regulations are ever-changing.  The more informed we all are, the 
better we will be at preventing any further shut downs. We need to keep working and 
keep housing on track--it will lead America out of this health and financial crisis.

Stay safe and THANK YOU again for being a member of the HCHBA building industry 
family!   Warm regards, Your Board of Directors and Executive Officer



NAHB-Led Coalit ion Asks Housing Be Designat ed 'Essent ial '

In an effort spearheaded by NAHB, 90 companies and organizations are calling on the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to designate construction of single-family 
and multifamily housing as an ?Essent ial Inf rast ruct ure Business.?

In a joint letter to Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Jack Wolf, the 90 organ- 
izations said this action is urgently needed to help stabilize the housing industry and 
its supply chain in the near term.

?As cities and states issue declarations and public health orders as a result of the 
crisis, it is essential that communities have access to our professionals to build and 
maintain essential services including: building, plumbing, residential property 
management, rental housing operators, roofing, electrical, HVAC systems, 
waste/wastewater treatment plants and power generations,? the letter states.
?Home construction, including those industries listed above, should be designated as 
?essential? because they are necessary to maintain safety, sanitation, and economic 
security.?

To keep the housing sector running during this economic crisis caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, DHS should take the following actions:

Allow  governm ent  funct ions related to the building and development process, such 
as inspections, permitting and plan review services, to be modified to protect the 
public health. 

Allow  supply st ores, dist r ibut ors and m anufact urers of building products to 
continue to operate.

Let  workers in t he building t rades continue to maintain the essential operation of 
residences and other operating businesses.

COVID-19 RESOURCES and INFORMATION

Please m ake sure t o read all em ails com ing t o you f rom  us, st at e and 
nat ional!  It  is im perat ive you st ay up-t o-dat e on everyt hing going on.  We are 

doing our  best  t o send you det ails as soon as we are receiving t hem   

We have also added a COVID-19 PAGE t o our  websit e where we are st or ing all 
docum ent s being sent  in em ails so you have t hem .

Websit e:  HIGHCOUNTRYHBA.ORG

Any quest ions please cont act  us!

hchab.of f ice@gm ail.com  or  828-297-6566
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Leadership List Calendar  of  Event s

As we are sure you are all aware - al l  
event s are ON HOLD unt i l  fur t her  

not ice.

We w il l  keep you updat ed as soon 
as we know it  is safe t o host  any 

public event s.

* Cont inuing Educat ion is st i l l  going 
t o happen t h is year  per  NC 
Licensing Board for  General 

Cont ract ors, just  not  sure when 
f inal approval of  courses w il l  

happen and when our  st at e w il l  be 
allowed t o once again host  large 

gat her ings.  

St ay t uned!

Meet Your 2020

 Board of Directors

 & HCHBA Staff

Jeff Pell
President

Jesse Miller
Vice President

Brandon Aust in
Board Member

Lisa Kaczmarczyk
Board Member

Kevin Troyer
Board Member

Jeff Smith
 Board Member

Patricia Pembridge
Execut ive Officer

Website:  highcountryhba.org

Email: hchba.office@gmail.com

Phone: 828-297-6566

Thank You t o our  
2020 Mem ber  

Sponsors.  



Thank You t o our  Com m unit y 
Par t ners for  host ing webinars for  

our  m em bers t hese past  few  
weeks!

Capua Law Firm hosted on April 1st a very informative session on all the 
NEW legals issues and programs established related to the Covid-19 Crisis.

* We have the recording and the ppt  - let us know if you want copies.

Bill Gilliland - Action Business Coach hosted on April 8th a terrificsession 
called:  Plan vs Panic - 11 Steps Business Owners Can Do Now to Survive 
then Thrive during these times.

Highlight s included t he follow ing point s we should all fol low :

Be Positive

Remain Calm

Lead Your People

Look for Small Wins

Ask Yourself What Business are We in Now?  Where Might We Go?

Sometimes Less News is Better

Make a New 90 Plan

Quote:

"In these difficult times and those ahead, when you 
cannot find sunshine amidst the clouds, be the sunshine 

and bring light and warmth to some else!



Const ruct ion Sit e Coronavirus Safet y Tips

The Construction Industry Safety Coalition, of which 
NAHB is a leading member, has published guidance for 
construction employers, employees and contractors on 
coronavirus exposure prevention and preparedness.

The guidance describes how to prevent exposure to 
coronavirus, protective measures to take on the job 
site, personal protective equipment, work practice 
controls, cleaning and disinfecting procedures, and 
what to do if a worker becomes sick. The documents 
are specifically tailored to construction job sites.

Congress Approves $2 Tr i l l ion St im ulus

The Senate voted unanimously March 25 to approve a 
$2 trillion econom ic st im ulus package in response 
to the coronavirus pandemic that has wreaked havoc 
on the U.S. economy. The House passed the measure 
on March 26, and President Trump was expected to 
sign it shortly thereafter.

The CARES Act would make direct payments of $1,200 
to most individuals earning up to $75,000, or $2,400 
for couples earning up to $150,000. It also provides an 
additional $367 billion in loans for small businesses to 
help deal with payroll issues.

FHFA Announces Forebearance Measures

The Federal Housing Finance Agency has announced 
that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac will offer multi- 
family property owners m or t gage forbearance on 
the condition that they suspend evictions for renters 
unable to pay rent due to the impact of coronavirus. 
FHFA also announced Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
will suspend foreclosures and evictions for enterprise- 
backed single-family mortgages at least 60 days.

NAHB St af f  Mem bers
Work ing Rem ot ely
NAHB staff is now working 
remotely after President 
Trump declared a national 
emergency in response to 
the coronavirus outbreak. 
The association is fu l ly 
operat ional , and NAHB staff 
are working and accessible 
even though the physical 
offices are closed.

NAHB has made available to 
members a wide range of 
resources on its website, 
including economic fore- 
casts, information on busi- 
ness continuity, consumer 
information, and materials 
to assist NAHB?s state and 
local partner associations. 

NAHB Analysis of
New WOTUS Rule
NAHB has provided analysis 
of the EPA and Army Corps? 
new final ?Waters of the U.S. 
(WOTUS) rule. 

The new rule addresses 
many of the concerns NAHB 
had with prior rules. The rule 
eliminates the ?significant 
nexus? test; encompasses 
fewer adjacent wetlands; 
narrows federal jurisdiction 
over tributaries; and 
excludes more ditches.
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COVID-19 Af fect ing Buyer  Traf f ic

A new, weekly survey of single-family home 
builders and other NAHB members con- 
firmed the coronavirus is having a signifi- 
cantly adverse effect on business. A drop in 
prospect ive buyer  t raf f ic was, by far, the 
most widespread concern.

Issues respondents noted as a problem 
include:

- Drop in prospective buyer traffic;
- Supply of N95 respirator face masks;
- Time to obtain a plan review;
- Supply of building products/materials;
- Amount buyers are willing to pay for

a new home;
- Time it takes building department to 

respond to an inspection request;
- Willingness of workers and subs to 

report to a jobsite.

The U.S. Department of Labor announced  
guidance to employers and employees 
about how each can take advantage of the 
protections and relief offered by the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act 
(FFCRA), which takes effect April 1.

The guidance includes a fact sheet for 
employees, a fact sheet for employers and 
a question and answer document to 
address critical questions, such as:

- How an employer counts employees 
to determine coverage;

- How small businesses can obtain 
an exemption;

- How to count hours for part-time 
employees; and

- How to calculate the wages employ- 
ees are entitled to under this law.

The FFCRA will give American businesses 
with fewer than 500 employees funds to 
provide employees with paid leave, either 
for the employee?s own health needs or to 
care for family members. The measure is 
designed to ensure that workers are not 
forced to choose between their paychecks 
and the public health measures needed to 
combat the virus, while at the same time 
reimbursing businesses.

DOL Of fers Guidance on Fam ilies First  Coronavirus Response Act  

CFPB Relaxes Rules Dur ing Cr isis 

The Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau is providing needed f lexibil i t y to 
enable financial companies to work with 
customers in need as they respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The agency is post- 
poning some data collections from the 
industry on CFPB rules to allow companies 
to focus on responding to consumers in 
need and making changes to its super- 
visory activities to account for operational 
challenges at regulated entities.

The CFPB will not expect quarterly 
information reporting by certain mortgage 
lenders as required under the Home 
Mortgage Disclosure Act. During this time, 
entities should continue collecting and 
recording HMDA data in anticipation of 
making annual submissions.
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The nation?s unprecedented response to 
COVID-19, the novel coronavirus, has 
affected the economy in profound ways. 
The social distancing urged by public health 
officials has shuttered businesses, and led 
to extensive job losses across the country. 
Amid this challenging time, the National 
Association of Home Builders has contin- 
ued operations, with staff working overtime 
to assist members during the crisis.

NAHB?s efforts include legislative advocacy 
during Congressional deliberations on a 
series of legislative efforts to address the 
crisis. NAHB has also made available to 
members a wide range of resources on its 
website, including economic forecasts, 
information on business continuity, 
consumer information, and materials to 
assist NAHB?s state and local partner 
associations. The web resources can be 
found at NAHB.org/ coronavirus.

NAHB CEO Jerry Howard and Chief Lobbyist 
Jim Tobin are leading advocacy efforts, 
including regular outreach to officials in the 
Trump Administration and Congress. 

As an example, NAHB participated in a call 
with White House officials to discuss 
strategies for aid to the housing sector 
amid the COVID-19 threat that is wreaking 
short-term havoc on the national economy. 
Just two days later, President Trump put 
into effect NAHB?s recommendation to 
provide mortgage relief to homeowners 
when he announced that HUD is suspend- 
ing foreclosures and evictions for mort- 
gages insured by the FHA through the end 
of April. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac will 
follow suit. 

NAHB also pushed for key provisions in the 
$2 trillion stimulus recently approved by 
the Senate. The CARES Act will make direct 
payments of $1,200 to individuals earning 
up to $75,000, or $2,400 for couples 
earning up to $150,000. It will also provide 
an additional $367 billion in loans for small 
businesses to help deal with payroll issues.

NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz and his 
team forecast  t hat  second quarter GDP 
growth will be markedly negative, likely the 
worst since the third quarter of 2008. 
Approximately 40% of the economy is on a 
full or partial pause due to the coronavirus. 
Assuming containment efforts are success- 
ful within an eight-week period (consistent 
with South Korea's experience), NAHB?s 
economists forecast a weak third quarter 
followed by a rebound at the end of 2020.

While the short-term outlook is negative, 
policy help is underway. The Federal 
Reserve reduced the federal funds rate to 
effectively zero, restarted quantitative 
easing (including for mortgage-backed 
securities), and made other policy moves to 
help ensure the continued operation of the 
financial system. These measures, in 
concert with the $2 trillion stimulus 
package, will help the economy bridge the 
gap from now through August.

History suggests a robust rebound will 
follow this significant but temporary shock 
to the economy. As America takes on this 
tremendous challenge, NAHB is committed 
to helping members through determined 
advocacy, focused member services, 
effective communication and thoughtful 
economic analysis. 

NAHB Work ing t o Serve Mem bers Dur ing t he COVID-19 Cr isis
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