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> Onward & Upward <

  The High Count ry HBA would l ike t o say a

VERY SPECIAL Congrat ulat ions

 t o Alice Dent on and her  husband

 who just  celebrat ed 71 years of  m ar r iage!

For  t hose of  you who do not  know Alice, she was one of  
t he founders of  t h is local HBA Associat ion m any, m any 
years ago.  Wit hout  her  hard work  and dedicat ion, we 

would not  be here t oday.

Thank You  Alice and Once Again, Congrat ulat ions!!!!!

May 2019

Meet Your 2019
 Board of Directors

 & HCHBA Staff

Brandon Aust in
President

Jesse Miller
Board Member

John Kidda
Board  Member

Jordan Mat tar 
Board Member

Jeff Pell
Board Member

Lisa Kaczmarczyk
Board Member

Patricia Pembridge
Execut ive Officer

The High Count ry HBA would l ike t o express our  

deepest  sym pat hies t o Alber t  Olszewsk i and Fam ily 

for  t he loss of  Peggy Olszewsk i. 

 Alber t  served as HCHBA President  in years past  and also one 
of  our  founders of  t he HBA Associat ion along w it h Alice.

Funeral Services w il l  t ake place May 25t h at  Aust in & Barnes 

Service of  Boone.



HCHBA's Calendar  of  Meet ings, Event s and 
Trainings for  t he Rest  of  2019

Dat e Topic Present er

May 20th - Mont hly 
Meet ing

New Financing Programs for Home 
Renovations and Building

Pat McGuire - Alcova 
Mortgage

May 30th - 
Lunch-N-Learn

Building Code Changes & Updates - 
11:00am to 1:30pm

Robert Privott - Director of 
Codes & Construction for 
NCHBA

June 24th - Mont hly 
Meet ing

HBA Member Family Pot Luck Picnic 
-Valle Crucis Park - Cooper Pavilion

N/A

July 29th - Mont hly 
Meet ing

What To Do When an Employee or 
Sub-contractor Informs You of An 
Injury? Plus OSHA's top 10 citations with 
regard to the construction industry.

Bernard Urtecho -trainer, 
Sheri Woodall and Roberta 
Vance - claims  adjusters 
from Builders Mutual

August 26th-Mont hly 
Meet ing at   
Grandfat her  Winery 
6:30pm  st ar t  t im e

What Kind of Code Violations are the 
Local Inspectors Finding on Job Sites?

Our Local Building Code 
Inspectors

September 21st - 
Special Event

HCHBA 2019 Golf Tournament Sugar Mountain Golf 
Course

September 30th - 
Mont hly Meet ing

Round Table Discussion Part Two:  What 
Progress has Been Made? Where are 
We Now?

TBD

Oct 3rd & 4th - 
Training

OSHA 10 Hour Training: 2 Days  (times 
to be determined)

Bernard Urtecho - Builders 
Mutual

Oct 28th - Mont hly 
Meet ing

Meet the New Board of Director 
Candidates and Election to Take Place

Candidates to Introduce 
Themselves



Cont inued:  HCHBA's Calendar  of  Meet ings, 
Event s and Trainings for  t he Rest  of  2019

Dat e Topic Present er

Tent at ive: November 
5th thru 8th  OR 
December 3rd thru 6th- 
Training

 OSHA 30 Hour Training: 4 Days 8am 
to 5pm

Builders Mutual Trainers

November 15th - 
Special Event

Casino Night and Induction of New 
Board of Director Members

N/A

November 20th - 
Lunch-N-Learn

Are You Prepared for Year-End? And 
The Bigger Question:  Can I Buy 
That  Truck?  11:00am -12:30pm

Freda Smith - CPA

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO RSVP FOR 
ANY AND ALL MEETINGS, 
TRAININGS AND EVENTS!!

Do You Know What  NC Works Career  Cent er  Has To Of fer?
Recruitment & Screening Assistance

Job Fairs

Training Services

Technical Assistance on Employment Issues

Education and Training Brokering

Rural Manpower Programs

Human Resource Needs

Employer Seminars

Interviewing and Conference Rooms

Labor Market Information

For  m ore info cont act : Elizabet h All iss or  Laura Pat r ick

828-265-5385

130 Poplar  Grove Connect or , Boone



DON"T FORGET TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
MEMBER BENEFITS AND SAVINGS

As always, be sure t o visit  www.nahb.org/ savings 

t o see t he available savings your  NAHB m em bership 

get s you including discount s on:

Movie Ticket s, Concer t s and Spor t ing Event s

Vehicle Purchases

Off ice Supplies

Rent al Cars

Aut o Insurance

Shipping Services

Happy Memorial Day 
to All!



NAHB, HUD t o Host  
Housing Showcase

NAHB and HUD are hosting 
an ?Innovative Housing 
Showcase? to educate policy 
makers and the public on  
housing innovations and 
technologies that are help- 
ing address the affordable 
housing challenges across 
the country. 

The Showcase will be held 
on the National Mall June 
1-5, 2019.  

NAHB Chairman Greg 
Ugalde commended House 
Financial Services Chair- 
woman Maxine Waters for 
seeking to address the 
housing affordability crisis 
by introducing the ?Housing 
is Inf rast ruct ure Act .'  

?The chairwoman?s bill 
highlights the role that 
additional costs, such as 
fees associated with 
infrastructure, play in 
housing affordability," 
Ugalde said. ?Providing 
increased funding for 
important affordable 
housing programs and 
working to lower impact 
fees and streamline the 
development process are 
positive steps."

DOL Issues Proposed Joint  Em ployer  Rule

The Labor Department has announced a proposed rule to 
provide a clearer methodology for determining joint em- 
ployer status. The proposal is meant to provide employers 
clarity and certainty regarding their responsibility to pay 
federal minimum wage and overtime for all hours worked 
over 40 in a workweek. 

NAHB believes the Labor Department?s focus on whether 
the potential joint employer actually exercises authority 
over the worksite is an important step in the right direction. 

Treasury Publishes Oppor t unit y Zone Regs

Review  Shows Tar if fs Equal $1 Bil l ion Tax

NAHB Com m ends 
Housing Legislat ion

The U.S. Treasury Department recently issued its second set 
of proposed regulations related to the new opportunity 
zones tax incentive.  

Established as part of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, 
oppor t unit y zones provide tax incentives for investors to 
invest in and provide an economic boost to underserved 
communities. More than 8,700 zones, or approximately 11% 
of all Census tracts in the United States, have been 
identified as being eligible for investment.  

For more information on opportunity zones, visit NAHB?s 
Opportunity Zones resource page. 

The U.S. Trade Representative last year announced its 
in t ent ion t o levy t ar if fs on a series of imports from China. 
USTR rolled out proposed tariffs in three waves, with the 
third list (List 3) covering approximately $200 billion worth of 
Chinese imports.  

The NAHB economics department examined the imports 
identified on List 3 and found that the value of the 450 
building materials included on List 3 is roughly $10 billion. 
So a 10 percent tariff on these goods would represent a 
$1 billion tax increase on the housing industry. 
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http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/labor-department-announces-proposed-rule-to-clarify-joint-employer-status/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=May2019&utm_campaign=2019HBANewsletter&utm_content=JointEmployer
http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/treasury-announces-new-opportunity-zone-regulations/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=May2019&utm_campaign=2019HBANewsletter&utm_content=OppZones
http://nahbnow.com/2019/04/treasury-announces-new-opportunity-zone-regulations/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=May2019&utm_campaign=2019HBANewsletter&utm_content=OppZones
http://eyeonhousing.org/2019/04/how-tariffs-and-tariff-announcements-have-affected-building-material-imports-from-china/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=May2019&utm_campaign=2019HBANewsletter&utm_content=Tariffs
http://eyeonhousing.org/2019/04/how-tariffs-and-tariff-announcements-have-affected-building-material-imports-from-china/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=May2019&utm_campaign=2019HBANewsletter&utm_content=Tariffs
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receive consent from the employer to use the 
drone. OSHA must also notify all affected 
personnel on the job site that it will be using a 
drone. 

Em ployers Must  Use New I-9 
Form  

OSHA is sometimes using drones during 
worksite inspections in areas that are 
inaccessible or pose a safety risk to 
inspection personnel.

The potential for OSHA t o use drones in 
enforcement activities has raised concerns 
from home builders and other contractors. 

In a memorandum to Regional Administra- 
tors last year, OSHA set forth its policy rela- 
ted to the use of drones during inspections.  

The memorandum includes ?Recommended 
Best Practices? to be followed by inspectors 
when using drones. Notably, OSHA must 

OSHA Needs Consent  t o Use Drones on Your  Worksit e

How Big Are Our  Living Spaces? What  Buyers Wil l Pay for  Green

Bedrooms and kitchens account for 28% 
and 11.2%, respectively, of the space in the 
average new home, according to a new 
st udy from NAHB Economics. The master 
bedroom alone typically accounts for 10.7% 
of the home, with other bedrooms 
comprising 17.3% of the overall square 
footage. 

Kitchens have a slightly larger relative 
footprint in small homes (12.7%) than in 
large homes (10.5%) ?  although the latter 
allocate a larger percentage to nooks 
(3.4% vs. 3.1%) and walk-in pantries (3% vs. 
1.9%), which were calculated separately 
from the kitchen. 

Overall, the largest percentage difference 
comes from the living room or area: 10% of 
small homes compared to only 4.4% of 
large homes. 

The data come from responses to the 
November 2018 survey for the NAHB/Wells 
Fargo Housing Market Index. 

On average, home buyers are willing to pay 
an additional $8,728 upfront on a home in 
order to save $1,000 a year in utility bills, 
according to NAHB?s recently released study, 
What Home Buyers Really Want (2019 
Edition).  

The study is based on a survey asking recent 
and prospective home buyers (people who 
bought homes in the previous three years or 
are planning to do so in the next three 
years) what they want in a home and 
community. 

It is important to note that while the average 
amount a home buyer is will ing t o pay is 
$8,728, the median is $5,000. The difference 
can be explained by the presence of some 
very green-motivated home buyers who are 
willing to pay more than $50,000 upfront to 
save $1,000 a year. 

It may also be the case that these particular 
home buyers have the means to make a 
bigger upfront payment. 
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